Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition, 2021-2022
Mr. Orlando—Joseph A. Gregori High School
Summer Assignment--Due Monday, August 9, 2021, without exception!
First, e-mail me from an e-mail address you’ll check over the summer; please include your
name. (Thanks if you’ve done this already!)
Congratulations on becoming the tenth senior class at Gregori High—while I’m sure you’re
looking forward to graduation, this year will set the tone, not just for future classes, but also for
your college career. I expect you to work hard and to always do your absolute best—anything
less is unacceptable!
To prepare for next year, I'm asking you to complete the following:
Summer Assignment—Part I

Poetry
Go to Poetry Foundation, https://www.poetryfoundation.org/ or download the app (the icon is
red with white letters spelling ‘POETRY’ in three rows).
You have ten weeks of summer, starting with the week of May 30, and ending with the week of
August 8.
1. Read one poem a week. You may read any poem, but it must be from this site. Read it
aloud, so you can hear it. Be thoughtful.
2. E-mail me each week (so by Saturday at 11:59 PM) with the following in the body of the
e-mail:
a. The title and author of the poem.
b. What the poem is about (no more than one sentence).
c. What the main message is (the theme; also no more than one sentence; for more
on theme, watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9H6GCe7hmmA).
d. The tone of the poem (this may have multiple answers, but do your best).
e. Your opinion of the poem (again, no more than one sentence).
Please do all of this without looking up an analysis of the poem. I would much rather have you
try this and simply do your best, than rely on others and simply relay their thoughts.
The purpose is not to overwhelm, but to have you warm up to poetry by reading a little a week.
Do not simply sit down and do them all in one sitting, and then dole them out periodically. This
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defeats the purpose. To relieve you of some pressure, then, you may have three weeks off—your
choice. By the end of the day on August 7, then, I will have received seven e-mails from each of
you.
So when I open my e-mail, I should see something like this:

Summer Assignment—Part II

The Odyssey

Ideally, you should read the entire text of The Odyssey, and I encourage you to try. For our
purposes though, a thorough summary of the plot, characters, and settings will suffice.

Caveat: This assignment should in no way be construed as permission, implicit or otherwise, to
use these kinds of sites in place of actual analysis.
A. First, read the two chapters from How to Read Literature like a Professor, “Every Trip Is a
Quest (Except When It’s Not)” and “One Story.”
B. Then, go to: https://www.coursehero.com/lit/The-Odyssey/ and work your way through the
course.
Focus on the sections “Context,” “Characters,” “Book Summaries,” and Themes.” Read, watch
the videos, and take handwritten notes—yes, handwritten. I want you to know the plot, the
characters (both human and myth), the settings, and the themes. The map is handy, too, to trace
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Odysseus’ route. (Important note: Course Hero gets theme wrong, but if you listen closely to the
videos, the speaker does include them. For more on theme, review the video above).
So when you walk in on the first day of school, I’ll expect you to have your handwritten notes,
and be prepared for some kind of assessment.
As you read and view the videos, if you have any questions, feel free to e-mail me at
orlando.j@monet.k12.us. I will check my e-mail sporadically, so don't be offended if I don't
respond right away, but I will respond (barring technological glitches, of course).
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